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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT - PRESS BRIEFING MATERIAL 
REF: STATE 61147, LAGOS 3185 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE HISTORICAL AND BACKGROUND SKETCHES ON STES 
REQUESTED REFTEL. 

2. STATE HOUSE (LAGOS). LOCATED ON THE MARINA, LAGOS ISLAND, 

THIS WAS THE GOVERNOR S RESIDENCE IN COLONIAL DAYS. AFTER NIGERIA 
BECAME INDEPENDENT IN 1960, IT BECAME THE PRESIDENT'S RESIDENCE 
AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY LIVED IN BY MAJOR GENERAL IRONSI AFTER THE 
FIRST MILITARY COUP IN 1966. WHEN GENERAL GOWEN BECAME HEAD OF 
STATE IN 1966, HE DECIDED TO LIVE IN DODAN BARRACKS ON IKOYI 
ISLAND. SINCE THAT TIME, THE STATE HOUSE HAS BEEN USED AS THE 
GUEST RESIDENCE FOR VISITING HEADS OF STATE AND STATE PARTIES. THE 
CIVILIAN PRESIDENT TO BE ELECTED IN OOLOBER 1979 WILL RESIDE THERE. 

3. DODAN BARRACKS (LAGOS). DODAN BARRACAU IS THE OFFICIAL RESIDENCE 
OF THE HEAD OF STATE AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES OF 
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA. FORMERLY, PJODAN BARRACKDSWAS 

ONE OF THE SEVERAL REGULAR ARMY BARRACKS SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE 
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COUNTRY. IT WAS NAMED AFTER ' DODO," A YORUBA FUIT TREE PARTICULAR 
TO THAT AREA. AFTER THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT IN JULY 1966, DODAN 
BARRACKS ACQUIRED A NEW HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE WHEN YAKUBU GYLON, 
THEN HEAD OF STATE, DECIDED TO MAKE IT HIS OFFICIAL RESIDENCE. 

SINCE THEN IT HAS BECOME A "DE-FACTO” STATE HKUSE. THE MINISTERIAL 
SILDINGS THAT FLANKED THE FORMER BARRACKS WERE CONVERTED INTO 
RESIDENTIAL QUARTERS FOR THE MILITARY GUARDS. THE ACCESS ROADS 
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THAT RAN BETWEEN THE CONVERTED MINISTERIAL BUILDINGS AND OLD DODAN 
BARRACKS WERE BLOCKED TO PROVIDE BETTER SECURITY AND PRIVACY. 

4. NATIONAL THEATRE (LAGOS). CONSTRUCTED ON LAND RECLAIMED FROM 
SWAMPS ALONG ONE OF THE LAGOS ISLAND LAGOONS. THIS NEW, ULTRA- 
MODERN, $40 MILLION THEATRE IS THE LARGEST AND MOST BEAUTIFUL OF 
ITS KIND ON THE AFRICAN CONTINBRT. ETHE 31 MERRS HIGH BUILDING, 
PATTERNEK AFTER THE IRLANCE OF CULTURE AND SPORTS IN VERRA , BULGARIA 

COVERS SOME 23,000 SQUARE METERS OF GROUND. LT WAS BUILT BY A 
TEAM TD BULRARIAN ARCHITECTS AND ENGINEERS, WITH THE AID OF 
NIGERIAN SUBCONTRACTORS AND LABORERS. THE THEATRE COMPLEX COM 
PRISES A THEATRE HALL WITH SEATING CAPACITY FOR SLIGHTLY OVER 5,000 
PERSONS; A CONFERENCE HALL (1,600 SEATS); TWO LARGE EXHIBITION 
HALLS AND TWO CINEMA HALLS (800 SEATS EACH). THE CENTRALLY-AIR- 
CONDITIONED STRUCTURE ALSO ACCOMMODATES INTERPRETERS' BOOTHS 
EQUIPPED FOR SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION INTO SIX MAJOR LANGUAGES); 

A CLOSED-CIRCUIT TV SYSTEM; RAIO, TV AND JOURNALISTS' BOOTHS; VIP 
ROOMS AND GARAGE; 80 OFFICES; PROJECTION BOOTHS; FOUR SNACK BARS; 

AND A KITCHEN EQUIPPED TO SERVICE 2,000 PERSONS AT A TIME. THE 
THEATRE IS ALSO EQUIPPED WITH ITS OWN HIGH-POWERED GENERATOR. 

5. EMIR S PALANCE (KANO). THE PALACE WAS FIRST BUILT BY THE 

SARKIN KANO MUHAMMADU RUMFA ABOUT 500 YEARS AGO; THE RENOVATION 
OF THE PALACE WAS CARRIED OUT BY IBRAHIM DABO WHO BUILT AN INTERNAL 
APARTMENT CALLED SORON MALAM ABOUT 150 YEARS AGO. SORON MALAM IS 
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THE FIRST PLACE THAT THE EMIR ENTERS AFTER BEING ENTHRONED. 

ABDULAHI 1, SON OF IBRAHIM DABO, BUILT ANOTHER APARTMENT CALLED 
SORON BAKI AND A RECEPTION ROOM CALLED SORON GIWA ABOUT 1 10 YEARS 
AGO. MUHAMADU BELLO, SON OF ABDULLAHI THE FIRST, BUILT ANOTHER 
RECEPTION ROOM ALLED SORON BELLO. THE DESIGN OF THE PALACE WAS 
ENTIRELY CHANGED AND RENOVATED BY ABDULLAHI BAYERO, THE GRANDSON 
OF ABDULLAHI THE FIRST IN 1925. HE BUILT THE PRESENT RECEPTION 
ROOM WHERE EMIRS RECEIVE VISITORS TO THE PALACE. HE ALSO BUILT 
THE PRESENT MODERN ENTRANCE TO THE PALACE. THE PALACE COVERS AN 
AREA OF ABOUT 34 ACRES AND CONSISTS OF MANY FAMILY HOUSES FOR THE 
EMIR'S WIVES, HIS BODY GUARDS, AS WELL AS STABLES FOR ABOUT 500 
HORSES. 

6. KADAWA IRRIGATION SCHEME (KANO). THE KADAWA IRRIGATION SCHEME 
WAS BEGUN IN 1965 WHEN THE U.S. AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
(AID) EMBARKED UPON FEASIBILITY STUDIES OF THE KANO RIVER BASIN. 

AS A RESULT OF THESE STUDIES, THE KANO RIVER IRRIGATION PROJECT 
WAS CONCEIVED BY THE KANO STATE GOVERNMENT. A PILOT FARM PROJECT 
WAS ALSO ESTABLISHED TO DETERMINE THE VIABILITY OF FURTHER DEVELOP 
MENT OF THE WHOLE SCHEME AND TO ALLOT MORE LAND TO THE LOCAL IN- 
HABITANTS FOR CULTIVATION. THE SUCCESS OF THE PROJECT FURTHER 
ENCOURAGED THE KANO STATE GOVERNMENT TO UNDERTAKE ALSO THE DEVE- 
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LOPMENT OF THE TIGA RAPIDS IN ORDER TO INCREASE THE KADAWA IRRIGATION 
CAPACITY. CONSEQUENTLY, THE TIGA DAM WAS BUILT, AND THE TIGA 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM TO KADAWA WAS IMPLEMENTED. WHAT INITIALLY 
STARTED AS A STATE PROJECT BECAME A FEDERAL ONE IN JUNE 1976 WHEN 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TOOK OVER THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COUNTRY'S 

RIVER BASINS’ DEVELOPMENT. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUBSEQUENTLY 
ESTABLISHED 10 RIVER BASINS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITIES, INCLUDING THE 
KANO RIVER BASIN IRRIGATION SCHEME OF WHICH KADAWA IS AN INTEGRAL 
PHASE. 

7. FEDERAL PALACE HOTEL. WE ARE STILL TRYING TO GET INFORMATION 
ON THIS HOTEL AND WILL TRANSMIT IT ASAP. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

EASUM 
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